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sovereign to pay for bare railway carriage there and back, besides
inoidental expenses. Now, I think that if a club or society weres
formed which would open a megotiation with all the railway
companies to try to induce them to carry show poultry, and at
greatly reduced prices, great advantags would 'be gained by all
the societies by a considerable increase of entries; and it may
be reasonably expected that, on-the penny-post principle, railway
companies would be rather gainers than losers by agreeing to a
very liberal scale of reduction. The simplest mode of doing it
would be to induce all companies to carry exhibition poultry, &c.,
free on the return, if unsold: This is-already done in many
cases, and prevents unfair- and dishonest' advantage being taken
of a reduced rate both ways:bysending: pouitry-as:if for exhibi--

tion, which .may not:bond fide be so.-—W., F. BEaDON, Cheddon, |

neayr Taunton..

THE BLACK BANTAMS WITH COLOURED
LEGS- AT THE DARLINGTON SHOW.
HavING noticed in the last Number of your valuable Journal a
letter from ** JUSTITIA;” in whick he insinuates that the pens of
Black Bantams which I' exhibited at’ the last Crystal Palace
Summer-8how, and which were claimed, were not shown in their
natural state, but with coloured légs, I feel it my duaty, in.
Justice to myself and 'the arbitrators of that Exhibition, to state
publicly; which I now dd withoutthe least hesitation, that not
the least particle-of ‘colouring matter; or any kind of stain what-
ever, was laid on, or came-in~ contact with the legs of the birds
referred to by either myself or any othier persor previousto their
being-dispatched to that' Show.  As .to the'position.the highly--
commended ‘pen held ‘being an induicement‘to their present owner
to purchase-them, they were-in'ilie catalogue.at.£3, while my.
firstiprize pen was only in-at£2; ‘and the:gentléman referred to
being present and claiming ‘thiem” himsélf; avid e a’ well-known
judge of poultry; attending‘most:if ‘not sl iof -our principal ‘exhi-:
bitions; you will ‘agree withme:that e ‘could not have’ been"
expected :to: purchwse birds of ‘ary-déscription; withiout first con--
sulting his own judgment in the matter. L-:* -~ - 0
If a maturer development of the birds have produced the
change in the colour of the legs, surely there is no reason to
- blame 'me in :the matter, for; they were natursly-a:good 'dark
colour,. and fit ;to & passunuster?’ .at .any -exhibitionbefore :the
most exact and. serutinising, judge, at the time- that:I'sent them:
to th&t S}mw_ TR P ._.:.'_:_- T R B e T A T
Your correspondenit . WirTsBTRE RRCTOR, pays,in his< Plea:

for Bantams,”. that-he-has: had . Black Bantams:laying:atthe age:|

of twenty weeks-and.three:days. .Allow me: to:state in:support: hiven Mhe principlécaffeaskobeing the same,

latter, as being mostirendify understood. It will be perceived
teen: weeks; and:at-the.end of :nineteen weeks: I had &' sitting’ of: 15 R
<ggs from them under a-hen.. When hatched the:chickensiwere |.

of his assertion;.that: two:out iof the: four-pullets:sent: to- the:
Crystal Palace Show:were laying . when afew days short-ofiseven--

- weaklings-and didnot.Jive tmany.days... ..
~ 'In.conclusion, ;I ‘oanmotirefeain; from: saying
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| thing to give them:in their-food,

me, and I must:confess that the-
‘worse for the saline ingredient.—J. E., Co. Fermunagh, ©
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HYBRID BETWEEN THE COMMON PHEASANT
AND THE SILVER PHEASANT.

CAX you inform me what sort of. birds a-cross with a common
cock Pheusant and a Silver Pheasant hen would produce? “Would
they produce what are called Spangled Pheasants ?—4d. B:

[We believe we are correct in saying there has never boon. a
cross between the common and Silver Pheasants. Such a bird
is desirable,;and would be highly prized; but we do not think it
possible.] . g | S

SALT DOES.NOT.INJURE PIGS: TS
I D0 mot pretend to-have much knowledge about grantets,’
but: it appears: from some statements which have appeared in
dengeros

your widely circulated Jourml, that salt ise most |
bhert I am living in aipig locality

where salt is generally-mixed with their food, and.I have not
heard of s gingle: case of 'injury-to the animal arising from it.
The prevalent opinion is, that the-animal relishes its food far
more -with & little salt in ‘it than without-it; T was-extremely
doubtful about giving it to them uitil my neighbours:persuadad’
pair I am owner of ‘are‘no
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fictitious appellationsy, it wonld:be much:more easy-for ~your| : T L
readers to discern the true lover of justice from those who write i L x . T =
only from personal animosity.—I. Hurrox; LPudsey. ' ; ¢ % i B
[ We have the real name and:address of “JusTrTIa.” If he - £ 5 ¥ = f =
intended any reflection on Mr. Hutton, he was not justified in so : '“ . ¥
doing ; but we domnot:think’he did., The:owner of the Bantams | , y o ; . b 3
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Ir-any of your. readershave:kept. Penguin: Ducks, and will] . A BRSBTS .

have-the kindness to-obsorve:one:dittle: point, and .communicate
the “result, I'should’be jgreatly obliged. ' Oxn -examining- the-
skeleton, I find that certain.bones of the-leg. are longer than in
the other breeds...I.formerly kept these birds alive, and.as far as-
I dare. trust-my. memory,: they .could:run: considerably Hfaster:
than  other Ducks. ' Ts this:the-case?’ Tt would; perhaps, be'a:
good’ way: to test théir ritnning pbwers:to. call.the two kinds,
when' hungry, from ardistance to-their-food, . and see:which:
arrived first—CHARLES D ARWIN; Down, Bromiey, Kens. .+
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that tho st i utjieted 5 pressube by menti o ‘a Jovets d”
confined by meanis of.iron pins paseing though holes in. the up-

rights; - The binding or’stitching .is 'applied :before

these. pins .

‘are removed, and the result"is a siraw fabric.of .great firmness.
and golidity." ~The extreme cold of ‘Gérman winters is. provided’
againet by these straw hives béing 2 inches thick.. . .
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oveable-combihive.

|| of wood ‘covered ‘with traced straw, affording, we-should think, a:



